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	The AZSGC mission is to expand opportunities for Americans to learn about and participate in NASA's aeronautics and space programs by supporting and enhancing science and engineering education, research, and outreach programs that integrate research with education to help build a diverse, scientifically literate citizenry and a well-prepared science, engineering, and technology workforce.  Programs will extend the arms of NASA – expanding our universities’ capacity to conduct research in a way that educates the next generation of scientists and engineers, all in direct partnership with industry and NASA.

	Program Area
	Priorities

	Fellowship 
	1. Provide opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to learn about, participate in, and share with others, the science, engineering and education behind NASA’s Mission Directorates in order to help build a diverse, scientifically literate citizenry and a well-prepared science, engineering, and technology workforce.

2. Incorporate students into distinguished space science and engineering research enterprises on and off campus, with industry and at NASA Centers—and in related outreach through formal and informal educational channels. 

3. Use Fellowship programs to expand representation among active scientists and engineers, of our nation’s diverse population. 

	Research 
	1. Promote programs with space science/engineering focused research and design, with associated opportunities to apply classroom knowledge to real-world problems to "encourage cooperative programs among universities, aerospace industry and Federal, state and local governments" as articulated in the National SG Program objectives.  

2. Provide undergraduate and graduate students a variety of team research/engineering and design programs allowing them opportunities to learn to work as team members, to be held to industry standards for deliverables, to complete tasks on schedule, to communicate about technical work to professionals, peers, and the public through oral and written presentations, and to work side-by-side with science and engineering faculty, researchers, and industry professionals.

	Higher Education
	1. Support a variety of student research, outreach projects, community college initiatives to develop interdisciplinary courses and curriculum, teacher training for pre- and in-service teachers, and provide/support opportunities that compliment and educationally enhance SG Internships and Fellowships.

	Precollege 
	1. Support initiatives to improve STEM education, encourage underrepresented populations into STEM fields, and encourage professionals and students to undertake public and school outreach.  

2. Deliver science and leading-edge educational technology to under-served, underrepresented areas.  

3. Align all efforts with Arizona and National Science, Mathematics and Technology standards and support systemic reform.

	Public Programs 
	1. Strive to interest and educate the general public through outreach programs

2. Involve fellowships students in public outreach through formal and informal educational channels.  

3. Build and support AZ “Earth Grant” programs to make our entire state a “classroom” to integrate Arizonans into the research and development process to bridge the gulf between geospatial scientific research/technology and its use by natural resource managers, ranchers, farmers, planners and others involved in agriculture, natural resource management, and rural development. 

	Membership
	1. To build and sustain an affiliate structure representing all levels of educational institutions (both formal and informal), research institutions, industry, and the government, which will enable our programs to succeed, expand our reach, provide career networking for AZSGC students and help provide opportunities for students to prepare for entering the science, engineering and technology workforce.
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